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03 EDITO

Welcome to our third and final edition of 2020. It is an understatement to say this
year has been incredibly difficult for everyone; whether COVID has taken people
from you or not, it certainly has changed the way we go about our lives. At the
time of writing, new variants threaten the speed in which our lives may go back to
‘normal’. Whilst this may put another damper on the last few days of this year, we
hope that 2021 brings a newfound sense of purpose and hope to start a fresh new
year with. With exams, personal events and obviously changing circumstances
around COVID, we offer you a pocket-sized mini edition of HISTORIA and hope
that this will impart some knowledge of the origins of Christmas and be a festive
break before we embark on 2021. We look forward to releasing next month’s
edition focusing on the history of genocide. Whilst undoubtedly not the most
uplifting topic to start the new year with, it is one which is incredibly important to
share discussions over. We wish to commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day on
27th January 2021 along with other genocides, past and present, which have not
been covered in as much depth. If you would like to be involved, as ever please
get in touch with us via Instagram to discuss ideas — we will appreciate your
contribution.

The contents of our work for this edition are as follows:
On page 3-4: Committee 2020 Roundup in photos

On page 5-6: Santa Claus is coming to town, and also Scotland (eventually)
Ella Stoneley offers a fantastic look at Christmas celebrations from the perspective
of Scotland and their celebration of Hogmanay over Christmas until the 20th
century.

On page 7-8: The Origins of Christmas
Laura Stewart investigates where our obsession with this time of year originated
from and how it has developed into the celebration we know today. She also
brings in a wonderful perspective on Father Christmas, Christmas puddings and
trees, and their embodiment of the holiday.

On page 9-12: Professor Jane Hamlett Interview
This month we are very lucky to include Charlotte Bookham’s interview with
Professor Jane Hamlett on Victorian Christmas.

On page 13-14: Marketing Christmas: How the 19th and 20th centuries
shaped the holiday we know today
Charlotte looks at a wide range of festive traditions including Christmas trees and
cards as well as exploring the impact of advertising on the modernisation of Santa.

On page 15-16: Unusual,quirky or hideous Christmas-Themed names
Sophie Broad joins us for her second instalment of celebration inspired names

On page 17-18: Global Reactions to 2020 events

From the HISTORIA Team and rest of the History Committee, we wish you a
Happy New Year!




RS NOTE

A message from Charlotte:
Hello everyone!

Welcome to our December edition of HISTORIA — this month is our
winter edition, featuring a range of topics from seasonal celebrations,
historical events and more. Once again, I would like to thank all our
talented writers for their submissions, along with our editors Paris and
Hallie for all the hard work and effort they have put into this issue.

This month we are also joined by Professor Jane Hamlett, who I was
fortunate enough to interview on her research into the material culture of
19th and early 20th century homes and institutions, along with the history

of pets. It was a great opportunity to chat with Jane about her history
journey, and I hope you all enjoy reading her interview as much as I did

taking part in it!

This magazine project has proved to be a great creative outlet for our
writers, and I know that I personally have found it very helpful in testing
my article-writing skills. So, whether you have written for us before or
are curious about giving it a go, please don’t hesitate to send us an email
or Instagram DM about a potential article topic for next month’s edition!
Our following edition will focus on genocide to commemorate Holocaust
Memorial Day and raise awareness of atrocities past and current.

I hope that you enjoy this issue of HISTORIA, and I look forward to
reading your contributions!

i

Best Wishes,
Charlotte Bookham
History Society President























































